February 17, 2012

MORE VIEWERS NOTE MEDIA BIAS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, according to a Pew Research Center
survey conducted last month, more
viewers feel the national media are bi-
ased than ever before. The survey
found that 67 percent of Americans say
there is a ‘‘fair amount’ or a ‘‘great
deal of bias’ in news coverage. Only 10
percent responded that there is ‘‘no
bias at all” in the national media.

These percentages show a significant
increase in the number of Americans
who believe that they receive biased
coverage of current events by the na-
tional media. The national media owe
it to the American people to be honest
and fair. Americans’ distrust of the na-
tional media will continue to grow
until the media adhere to the highest
standards of their profession and pro-
vide the American people with facts,
balanced stories, and objective cov-
erage of the news.

———————

HOUSING CRISIS FACING
AMERICANS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the housing crisis
facing Americans. In California’s San
Joaquin Valley, we know firsthand the
pain the housing crisis has caused our
families and communities as fore-
closure rates have continued to hover
well above the national average.

The $25 billion settlement announced
last week gives significant relief to
homeowners; but it’s not the whole-
sale, systemic change necessary to put
our housing market back on solid
ground.

Homeowners are tired of waiting for
meaningful change, and tweaks are not
enough. Enacting the HOME Act and a
homeowner’s bill of rights would go a
long way toward stabilizing the market
and leveling the playing field for the
future. We know it’s essential to get
our economy back on track.

Restoring economic security starts
with passing meaningful policies that
rebuild the foundation of our commu-
nities and the American home. After
all, the American home is the single
largest investment that the average
American family makes in their life-
time. It’s part and parcel of the Amer-
ican Dream and the foundation of
America’s middle class.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3630,
MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF AND
JOB CREATION ACT OF 2012

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, by direction of the
Committee on Rules, I call up House
Resolution 554 and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 554

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 3630) to provide incentives for the cre-
ation of jobs, and for other purposes. All
points of order against the conference report
and against its consideration are waived.
The conference report shall be considered as
read. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the conference report to
its adoption without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit if applicable.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPITO). The gentleman from South
Carolina is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, for the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. HASTINGS), pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, House Resolution 554
provides for consideration of the con-
ference report on H.R. 3630, a bill to ex-
tend the payroll tax deduction, protect
Medicare payments for doctors, and
begin responsible reform of the unem-
ployment benefits system.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of this rule. Today, we are taking
up legislation that does three things:
extend the payroll tax deduction, re-
form our unemployment benefits sys-
tem, and protect Medicare payments
for doctors.

First, on the bright side, Republicans
and Democrats were able to find a com-
promise to pay for two very important
things: much-needed reforms to the un-
employment benefits program and pro-
tecting Medicare payments to the phy-
sicians who serve our seniors.

In regard to the payroll tax deduc-
tion, unfortunately our friends on the
left did not think it was important to
pay for the extension. Spending with-
out making the proper adjustments is a
notion I am not fond of. My voting
record makes no secret of that. This is
what makes this vote so difficult
today. You cannot always get exactly
what you want; but, today, I applaud
both sides for attempting to get fairly
close to it.

We cannot continue to pay unem-
ployment benefits for 99 weeks indefi-
nitely. We cannot allow payments to
our doctors to be affected, as that will
only turn around and affect the care
available to those in need.
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And we cannot raise taxes on Amer-
ican families. By voting for this rule,
we are signaling it is time to move for-
ward, plain and simple.

Once again, Madam Speaker, I rise in
support of this rule. I encourage my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on the rule,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank my good
friend from South Carolina for yielding
me time.

Millions of Americans all across this
country are struggling, and they need
our help. What they don’t need is more
Republican gamesmanship at their ex-
pense. The Democrats have literally
forced the Republicans to realize that
they can’t just make policy measures
that help the rich while taking away
from the poor.

I may support this bill in light of the
fact that it will give a payroll tax cut
to 160 million Americans. It also ex-
tends unemployment insurance to
those Americans who have lost their
jobs through no fault of their own, and
it will allow seniors access to their
physicians under Medicare. And, as a
footnote there, we really should do the
doc fix permanently and stop
piecemealing and playing games with
this particular measure.

The bill is not perfect, the pay-for is
nowhere near perfect, and the length of
the extension is not perfect, but it does
contain critical provisions that many
Democrats negotiated to keep in the
bill. While we were able to compromise
today, I do not think that my Repub-
lican friends deserve too much credit.
Since they regained the majority, the
American people have seen firsthand
their obstructionist policies in action.
In fact, earlier this week, my friends
on the right attempted to bring to the
floor a transportation bill so flawed
that my former colleague and Trans-
portation Secretary and good friend of
mine, Ray LaHood, stated:

This is the most partisan transportation
bill I’ve ever seen, and it is also antisafety.
It hollows out our number one priority,
which is safety. It’s the worst transportation
bill I've ever seen during 35 years of public
service.

The American people want a govern-
ment that understands the challenges
they face daily. Republicans want an
economy that works great for the
greediest and leaves the neediest out in
the cold. Just ask a teacher in my con-
stituency in Belle Glade or Margate or
a firefighter in Fort Lauderdale or
Pompano Beach and they’ll tell you an
extra $1,000 in their pockets makes a
huge difference in putting food on the
table, gas in the car, and being able to
stay in their homes.

We’ve been forced to strike this com-
promise because, for decades, Repub-
licans have pushed policies that favor
the wealthy. We should not forget that,
while we are debating how to pay for
this payroll tax cut, unemployment in-
surance, and payments to Medicare
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